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 Worship Services  
Sunday 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.  

with Holy Communion 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.  
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WE ARE LOCATED  
AT THE CORNER OF  

LAKESHORE DRIVE WEST 
AND COUNTY ROAD 220 
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              Cross+Road 
 

  Lutheran Church 

 

 Connections 

Make plans to attend the 
25th Anniversary Empty 
Bowls Luncheon on Nov. 
17th. from noon - 1 p.m., 

at the Prime Osborn 
Convention Center. 

Purchase tickets from 
Pastor Jim-cost $25.oo.  
(10 tickets available).  

 

The Empty Bowls Luncheon is one the 
community's most recognizable events for 
raising support and awareness of  the issue 
of  hunger in northeast Florida. Uniquely 
individual ceramic bowls created by area 
students, senior citizen groups and other 

community groups, as well as local 
professional potters, are displayed 

prominently at the event.  

Cross+Road is hosting a 
dinner on Sunday, 

November 15th, 5:00p.m. 
to benefit Jacksonville 
Campus Ministry. Our 
own Cross+Road band 
will be playing at this 

event.   Free will donations 
will be collected.  A sign 

up sheet is available in the 
Narthex.  
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Pastors Corner 

We are in the middle of our stewardship campaign.  This year we are highlighting 
the work of each of our six primary teams.  The hope is that as we develop a       

greater sense of all the activities that happen around Cross+Road, each one of us will 
consider rooting even more deeply into our ministries, both in terms of our time 
committed to Cross+Road and our dollars committed to Cross+Road.        
            

 If your experience of Cross+Road has been limited to Sunday mornings, my 
hope is that these weeks are opening you up to see more of what happens here, 
especially through the week.  And through the individuals who have shared their 
experiences during the reflection moments these past weeks, I hope you are more 
aware of how the ministry of this place impacts people.  To be forthcoming, I hope it 
motivates you to commit time beyond Sunday morning to our ministries, and I hope it 
motivates you to consider how more financial support can increase our ability to 
impact lives.            
           

 It’s hard writing those words in these economically anxious times.  Many of you 
(especially small business owners) have shared how hard a year this has been.  Even 
though stock market numbers are rising, we sit waiting to see other signs of recovery 
before breathing easier.  And the last thing most of us want to hear about is giving 
more in difficult times.          
           

 Some of the good news in all of this is that Cross+Road keeps growing.  We are 
receiving another group of new members this month—people who have been excited by 
what they see here and are ready to join us in mission.  In the face of these 
challenging economic times, a lender saw in us a good bet and granted us additional 
loan monies to build more space for our growth.  And maybe because of these difficult 
times, more people are considering the Church again—because the promises of 
prosperity turned out to be fleeting; maybe engaging the Church again is worth 
considering.  We have a wonderful opportunity to show people a different way.  
            

 In doing research for our stewardship program, I learned that Cross+Road is in 
the top 6% of ELCA congregations in terms of our size (measured by worship 
attendance).  I don’t believe that happened by accident.  The past eleven years of our 
commitment together has naturally brought us to that point.  Because of our 
intentional goal of growth and the hard work we’ve done together—pushing ourselves 
to constantly go further, we can celebrate what God did and does here through us.  
And that’s why I continue to push—myself and you.  Let’s see where we can go in the 
next five years—ten years—and beyond. 

 $19 = college student registration 

$29 = early bird registration 

$39 = registration after November 5th 

(all registrations fees include lunch) 

Cross+Road Lutheran Church                                                                       
5101 Lakeshore Drive West                                            
Fleming Island, FL  32003 

What in the world is God up to and how can we help?! That is the key question at the heart of 
the Christian life. God is on a loving mission to reconcile the whole creation and set all people 
free. And more than anything we want to be useful to God in this mission. But how? How can 
we discover God’s purpose for us? How can we do what we’re hearing God call us to do in a way 
that puts our gifts and passions to good use and really makes a difference in the world?  

This funny, provocative, and engaging one-day workshop will help us wrestle with these 
questions together and send us home with practical ideas we can put to use in our own 
everyday lives right away. By the end of the day, you will have reclaimed a sense of vocation 
and articulated a clearer sense of purpose for your own life, within the context of God’s 
mission in the world. You will also learn a process strategy that will help you:  

·       Pay attention to what God is up to where you live, work, learn, and play. 

 ·       Name God’s activity when you see it. 

 ·       Jump in to help in ways that are really useful to God! 

 
 This workshop will be led by Kelly Fryer and Tana Kjos, two of the authors of the brand new 
book Reclaiming the V Word: Renewing Life at its Vocational Core (Daubert, Kjos, Fryer, 
Augsburg Fortress, 2009). Together with Dave Daubert, Kelly and Tana are managing partners 
of A Renewal Enterprise, Inc., a consulting group that is helping people and the organizations 
they care about learn to be who they are and see what they have for the sake of doing what 
matters.  

Saturday, December 5, 2009 
9am – 3pm 
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Newsletter Articles 
for December are due  
Thursday, Nov. 19th 

E-Mail to 
crossrd@bellsouth.net  

or call 264-6575.  

 

STATISTICALLY  
SPEAKING 

 
 

September 27 
8:00 am Attendance=109 
10:30 am Attendance=193 
 
October 4 
8:00am Attendance=108 
10:30 am Attendance=155 
 
 

October 11 
8:00am Attendance=115 
10:30am Attendance=138 
 
October 18 
8:00 am Attendance=103 
10:30 am Attendance=165 
  
 

  
COME WORSHIP WITH US! 

Financial Report  
Through October 22, 2009 

 
Total Income=$336,352.23 
Total Expense=$367,298.34 
 
Budget Income=$351,622.27 
Budget Expense=$404,998.28 
 
Net Profit/Loss= -30,946.11 
 
 
Average weekly     

 regular giving=$7,532.00 
 

Capital Campaign 
Total Amt Rec’d=$225,355.00 

 
Complete detailed financial reports are 

available at the Church Office.  
 

 

 
 

REMEMBER TO BRING  
NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS 
FOR THE GREEN COVE 

SPRINGS FOOD PANTRY 
THERE IS A SHOPPING 
CART LOCATED IN THE 
NARTHEX FOR YOUR  

DONATIONS.  
THANKS FOR YOUR  

CONTINUED SUPPORT! 

THE OTHER CORNER….Reflections from Pastor Jon: 
 

 “Life is hard, and that comes as a terrible surprise 
to most people.” 

      --M. Scott Peck 
 

 I have never been accused of being an overly optimistic person.  In 
fact, I suppose that most people would wonder why I always seem to be so 
negative.  Of course, I always say that I’m a realist.   

My work with twelve step groups has taught me to “take life on life’s 
terms.”  My service with Marines in combat taught me that “pain is good, 
and extreme pain is extremely good, for whatever does not kill you will 
make you strong.”  My faith teaches me that “God works all things for 
good.”   

We live in a world gone out of control.  “This is my Father’s World,” 
but we live in the “now but not yet.”   

Life is not fair.  Most of us know that, but few of us except it.       
Something in us often clings to the idea that, ultimately, the gifts will all be 
evenly divided.  Mostly we want to be paid back for all of the injustices of 
the past.  Many of us expect—no, demand—redress from fate. We think life 
should “make it up” to us somehow.  That’s why it is so hard for us to go on         
discovering, again and again, what we already know: Life is not fair.  

The good job that should have been ours goes to another; the accident 
that cripples a loved one; or an unwanted childlessness—these things are 
not fair. But life is like soil, not like seed.  The chance of a harvest is there, 
but only if we plant the seed.  And even then we may not get the harvest we 
expect or wished for—not on our own timetable.  It is an act of faith, and of 
great courage, to keep on sowing seeds when we don’t know what we are 
going to get. But it is the only chance we have.  We need to stop expecting 
the soil to provide the seed.   

And here’s the most important thought:  We are the seed.  “Give,”   
Jesus tells us, “Give and it shall be given unto you.”  In the midst of fear, we 
give love.  In the midst of pain, we give comfort.  In the midst of absolute 
insanity, we give the mind of Christ.  Salt and light; we are called to be salt 
and light.  That is a pretty positive and optimistic thing.  
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Volunteers needed for  Christmas      
 Decorating of Church                  

on Friday, December 4th @ 6:00p.m.  Dinner will be 
served (walking tacos). Watch for sign up sheet.  

 

Children’s Christmas Program  

Sunday, December 13th  

Both Services  

 

Bunko Night:  
  

Friday November 13th @ 
6:30PM. Hosted by the 

fellowship team. Sign up 
sheet is available in the 

Narthex.  
  

                                                                                                  

New Members   
will be received 

on Sunday, 
November 1st    

at both services.  

Women of Faith 
meet the first and 
third Thurs. of the 
month at 1:00  
p.m. at the 
church. We have 
finished  the 
study, "Bad Girls 
of the Bible," and will begin 
"Really Bad Girls of the 
Bible."  We have learned that 
though these women were "bad", 
they have much to teach 
us.   Please come - you need not 
have read "Bad Girls" to enjoy 
"Really Bad Girls".  If you have 
questions, please call Nancy 
Payne Olewiler at 278-5987,       
or nancydrgn@aol.com.      

 

Early Communion Class (ages 4 & up), Saturday, November 
14th, 10am-Noon. Potluck meal-each family brings a food item 
to share.  Sign up available in the Narthex.           

THANK-YOU FOR DONATING TO THE ALTAR FLOWER FUND 
  

October 4–  Nancy & Bill Olewiler in honor of our sons 
  

October 11– Stephanie Thomas in memory of Pamela Panek  
 

October 18– Dick & Cheryl Will in celebration of 1st wedding anniversary  
 

October 25– Pastor Jim & Theresa Graeser in celebration of wedding        
         anniversary  

  

 
 

 

The cost for altar flowers is $35.  Please make a 
note in the memo line of your check or on offering 

envelope “Altar Flowers”.  

 

Crossroad Evangelism team (honorary members also!) is collecting 
Thanksgiving dinner items for those in need. Please bring items based on 

the first letter of your last name through November 15th. 
 
  

 Last Name ending in A-C - box potatoes, rice and canned gravy  
   
Last Name ending in D-G - canned veggies, fruit, crackers and relishes    
  
Last Name ending in H-K - dry/powder creamer and milk 
  
Last Name ending in L-Pf - sugar, flour, salt & pepper, spices 
   
Last Name ending in Ph-Sta - juice boxes, tea, coffee   
 
 Last Name ending in Ste-Z - box pudding, jellos, canned pumpkin pie mix, pre-made 
crusts   
 
 Also- grocery store gift cards for Turkeys are needed in place of any above items.  

Thrivent for Lutherans Chapter Leader Election. Please exercise your right to vote in your Clay 
County , Fl Chapter's leadership board election, to be held at Cross+Road Lutheran Church November 1, 
2009. Turn your ballot in by putting it in the offering plate or by turning in to your Congregation coordinator 
(Cross+Road Lutheran- Carole Randall ). Extra ballots will be located in the Narthex. 
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Cross+Road Lutheran Church 
Flea Market & Craft Sale 

5101 Lakeshore Dr. W 
Fleming Island FL  

Saturday, November 7th  
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Contact Person-Carole Randall (215-0607) 

Calling all 3rd-6th graders!! 
Join us for  Project Go….. & SERVE! 
 
We are teaming up with the evangelism team to provide 
Thanksgiving dinners to those in need right here in our own 
community!  Our job is to assemble complete dinner baskets from 
food collected by the evangelism team and make cards for each 
basket sharing the good news that God is always with us and for 
that we give thanks!! 
 
 We will gather in the mini-mobile on November 21st at 4:00 p.m. 
Please let us know if you can attend.  There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex or you 
can contact Pam Nichols at 215-4272 OR nich8685@bellsouth.net 

 

THIRD ANNUAL  
CHRISTMAS DESSERT 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 
7:00 P.M.  

 

If you would be interested in information 
about the dessert or to hostess a table. 
Please call Pat McPhail (284-5802) or 

Sheron Walser (284-6615).  20
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Thank You! Thank You! For the Community Outreach/Hygiene 
Kits. The 20 kits your church assembled were awesome!   
Yesterday at the Mercy Network meeting we heard the final report 
on the Outreach Day.   298 adults and 206 children were served= 
504!  We had a total of 200 kits, so I feel confident that all families 
present received one. There were 182 volunteers who helped     
during the day in agency booths, food, traffic, etc.  You can see this 
was a BIG event. Many thanks to your    congregation, the family 
who delivered the bags and to God for blessing us with another 
way to serve.- Mary  

Being Church Together  
In the Midst of Disagreement 

When: Thursday, November 5, 2009 - 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
Where: Cross+Road Lutheran Church  
 Are you interested in being a part of a dialogue around how we are 
continuing to do mission and ministry despite our disagreements over 
human sexuality?  
Join this live webcast event featuring Florida-Bahamas Synod Bishop the Reverend Edward R. 
Benoway and Synod Vice President Ms. Cheryl Stuart on Thursday, November 5, 2009, at 7:00 PM 
as we share our stories and hopes for our continued shared mission for the sake of the Gospel. The 
webcast will conclude with a common service of Holy Communion. More information, including an 
agenda, invitation from Bishop Benoway and Ms. Stuart, and a list of host sites, is online at 
www.fbsynod.com/church-together (Click the “webcast” link). You can also call 813-876-7660 
ext 0 for additional assistance. 

High School LOCK-IN 
Saturday, December 5th 

8:00 p.m. 
Cross+Road Lutheran Church 

 
 Bring your friends, stay up all night eating pizza, 
playing games, making care packages for our college 
students, learning about God and making life-long friends.  Don’t forget to SIGN 
UP on the back bulletin board in the Narthex and include any friends you will be 
bringing with you!  SEE YOU THEN!!!  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fr i  Sat  
8:00am  Worship                   1 
9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am  Worship 
New Members Received 
  
Daylight Saving Time Ends 

2 
 
7:00pm Stephen Ministry  
            Peer Supervision  

3 
 
 
 
 

4 
6:30pm Fellowship Team                 
            Meeting/Conf Room      
     
6:30pm Band Rehearsal 
            Church Worship Room 

1:00pm Women of Faith       5 
            Bible Study    
6:30pm Girl Scouts/    
           Conference Rm.  
7:00pm Bishop's Webcast- 
           Being Church Together  

6 
  
 
 

 

7 
 

  
8am-2pm Craft Sale and Flea  
               Market  
 

8:00am  Worship                  8 
9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am  Worship 
 

 
 

                   9 
 
 

10 
        
11:00am Lutheran Pastors’  
             Meeting  
 
 

11      
 

6:30pm Evangelism Team      
 

 
6:30pm Band Rehearsal 
            Church Worship Room 

12 
 

 
 

  
 
 

13 
 
 
6:30pm Bunko Night  
 
 

14 
 
10am-Noon: Early Communion  
                   Class/Potluck 
 
 

8:00am  Worship              15 
9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am  Worship  
 

9:15am Property Team Meeting 

5:00pm Benefit Dinner for Jax   
            Campus Ministry 

               16 
       
 
7:00pm Stephen Ministry  
            Peer Supervision  
 

17 
 
12:00pm Empty Bowl Luncheon 
 
7:00pm Council Meeting in  
            Conference Room  

                                         18 
 

7:00pm Art Guild Meeting 
            Conference Room 
 
6:30pm Band Rehearsal 
            Church Worship Room 

1:00pm Women of Faith    19 

            Bible Study  
  

6:30pm Girl Scouts/    
           Conference Rm.  

Newsletter Articles  
Calendar Dates Due     

20 
 

 
6:00pm Jacobson/Nyberg 
            Rehearsal 
 

                                        21 
 

1:00pm Jacobson/Nyberg  
            Wedding  
 

4:00pm: 3rd-6th grade Go & 
Serve-meet @ Mobile Mini 

8:00am Worship            22 
9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship     
 
 
 

            23   
 
 
 

 

24 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

25 
 
 
 
6:30pm Band Rehearsal 
            Church Worship Room 

        26 
 
 

 
Happy Thanksgiving  

27 
 
 
Church Office Closed  

28                                                              
 

8:00am Worship         29 
No Sunday School 
10:30am Worship      
 

              30           
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Cross+Road Lutheran Church 
NOVEMBER  2009 
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